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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE NAVE) 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
Entrance Hymn: 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt.     Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900     Text and tune: Public domain 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day Christmas Midnight 

 

 
  

 
  
P O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth 
we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm (Sung responsively with the Gloria Patri.) Psalm 96 

 
1Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;* 
 sing to the LORD, | all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 
 tell of his salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the | nations,* 
 his marvelous works among all the | peoples! 
4For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;* 
 he is to be feared a- | bove all gods. 
5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,* 
 but the LORD made the | heavens. 
6Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,* 
 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength! 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;* 
 tremble before him, | all the earth! 

10Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 
 Yes, the world is established; it shall nev- | er be moved;* 
 he will judge the peoples with | equity.” 

11Let the heavens be glad, and let the | earth rejoice;* 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 12let the field exult, and every- | thing in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
 13before the LORD, | for he comes,* 
 for he comes to | judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in | righteousness,* 
 and the peoples in his | faithfulness. 
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Epistle Titus 2:11–14 

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who 
gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
  

 
  
 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
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 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured 
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
 

Offering  
The offering plate will be passed around at the pews.  Please sign an Attendance Card, listing all members of the 
family who are present.  Mark the appropriate box if you are attending the Lord’s Supper.  Place them in the 
offering plate when it is passed around. 

 

(6:30 p.m. only: The Choir will sing Corde Natus Ex Parentis as the Offering is 
received.) 

 

(6:30 p.m. only: The Ushers will assist in lighting candles at this time.) 

 



13 

 

Candlelight Hymn: 363 Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 
(6:30 p.m. only: Candles are extinguished after the Prayer of the Church.) 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

In the Lord’s Supper, the Risen Christ is at once the Giver and the Gift!  By His promise, His very body and blood 
are really present and thereby we come into immediate contact with exalted Christ!  As we do so, witness is also 
given to oneness in doctrine by those who receive the Sacrament together.  For this reason we practice closed 
communion and kindly ask that those who are not members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod please speak 
with the Pastor before coming to communion.  If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain 
in your pew or come to the Altar to receive a blessing, crossing your arms in front of you to indicate this. 

 

Preface LSB 194 
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Proper Preface 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 



17 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn: 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: 364 Away in a Manger LSB 364 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



21 

 

Distribution Hymn: 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly LSB 393 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt. 
Text and tune: Polish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
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Processional Hymn: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 
Text and tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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POINSETTIAS  
Thank you to those who donated the poinsettias for the Chancel: 

 
· In Memory of Grant O. & Elvina Roti, brother Grant C., and Aunt Elverna Mueller  
   – by Janice Roti and Linda Roti & family 
· To the glory of God and in Memory of Arthur Williamson and Joe Williamson 
   – by Nancy Williamson and Sheila Kiddoo 
· In memory of Loved Ones lost in 2025 – by Tammy Robinson: 
        Adeline Husser - Aunt/Godmother - mom Karen Burger's sister (May) 
        Bob Kestler - husband of dear friend, Cathy (July) 
        Susan Perry-Burdge - best friend since childhood (August) 
        Jim Burger - Uncle - dad Neil Burger's older brother (December) 
· In memory of Marlis Donner, Marcia Carter, and Mark Donner 
   – by John & Karlene Campbell 

 
 
 
 
 

Please Join Us! 
 

9:00 AM Thursday, December 25 – The Feast of the Nativity 
 

6:30 PM Wednesday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve Service 
 

6:30 PM Tuesday, January 6 – The Epiphany of Our Lord 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday, 9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

 
Office Phone 
309-786-3391 

 
Website 

Immanuelri.org 
 

Pastor Astrowski’s Phone 
989-326-0199 

 
E-mail 

 Church Office:  officeimmanuelri@gmail.com  
Pastor:  pastrowski@gmail.com 
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