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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE NAVE)

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
[P} Inthe name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184
(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins

RERXE

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.



Absolution

(P)

LSB 185

in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins

Entrance Hymn: 387 Joy to the World LSB 387
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - ry heart pre pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow  Far as the curse 1is found, Far the curse 1is
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
Joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain



Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have

mer - cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy up -
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.
Salutation and Collect of the Day Christmas Day
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P) Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh
may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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A - men.
Sit

Old Testament Reading

® >

’"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 52:7-10



Psalm (Sung by the Choir.) Psalm 96

Epistle Hebrews 1:1-12

!Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, *having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

>For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
today | have begotten you”?

Or again,

“1 will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?

®And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
’Of the angels he says,

“He makes his angels winds,
and his ministers a flame of fire.”

8But of the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.
%You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”



10ANd,

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,

and the heavens are the work of your hands;
they will perish, but you remain;

they will all wear out like a garment,
|ike a robe you will roll them up,

like a garment they will be changed.

But you are the same,

and your years will have no end.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - 1ia. Al-le-1u Al-le - lu ia.
Holy Gospel John 1:1-18

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, Lord.




!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made that was made. #In him was life, and the
life was the light of men. >The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 1°He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. 'He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 2But
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, 3who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

4And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. *>(John bore
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.””) 1*And from his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. ’For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only
God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

[P) Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.

[
S
(n? 2. =

\_/

Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day: 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the Fa - ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
O
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have been And that fu - ture years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Votum

[P) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and

minds in Christ Jesus.

Amen.
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, re -
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new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me a -
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way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly Spir-it
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. men.

Sit

Offering

The offering plate will be passed around at the pews. Please sign an Attendance Card, listing all members of the
family who are present. Mark the appropriate box if you are attending the Lord’s Supper. Place them in the

offering plate when it is passed around.
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Prayer of the Church

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

In the Lord’s Supper, the Risen Christ is at once the Giver and the Gift! By His promise, His very body and blood
are really present and thereby we come into immediate contact with exalted Christ! As we do so, witness is also
given to oneness in doctrine by those who receive the Sacrament together. For this reason we practice closed
communion and kindly ask that those who are not members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod please speak
with the Pastor before coming to communion. If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain
in your pew or come to the Altar to receive a blessing, crossing your arms in front of you to indicate this.

Preface LSB 194
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] The Lord be  with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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(P Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.
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Proper Preface

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho - san - na,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

14



Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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[P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be - trayed, took bread,
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I*bod -y, whichis giv-en foryou.
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He took the cup after sup-per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
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Pax Domini LSB 197
o)
(D -
%)v & o o °® o 1—‘\—/@
®) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A men.

Sit

Distribution

17



Distribution Hymn: 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born LSB 624
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1 The in - fant Priest was ho - ly born For us un -
2 This great High Priest in hu - man flesh Was 1 - con
3The ho - 1ly Lamb un - daunt - ed came To God’s own
4 But death would not the vic - tor be Of Him who
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ho - ly and for - lorn; From flesh ly tem - ple
of God’s righ - teous - ness.  His hal - lowed touch brought
al - tar lit with  flame; While weep - ing an - gels
hung up - on the  tree. He leads us to the
o
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forth came He, A - noint - ed from e - ter - ni - ty.
sanc - ti - ty; His hand re-moved im - pu - 1 - ty.
hid their eyes, This Priest be - came a sac - 11 - fice.
Ho - 1ly Place With - in the veil, be - fore  God’s face.

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7  With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970

Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001454

Tune: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn: 370 What Child Is This LSB 370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap 1S

2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate  Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing  hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the

f) 4

[ ] I
: ) —h o ‘h’ - N \

y — " ~—foo— -
Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be bormme for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ 1is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,

~_ ¥ & —_— [
a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

a%

%
b s T o4 o o oot
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
0 4
# ~ '\
o [ i — !f_lnl

to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Salutation LSB 201
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Benedicamus
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to
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Benediction
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God.

LSB 202
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P) The Lord bless
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The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.

i v wd
X

P

O

P

A-men, a-men,
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men.
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Processional Hymn: 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388

Refrain
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Go tell i1t on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ’ry-where;
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Go tell 1t on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
A u Refrain
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.

Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.

And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work Il, 1873-1925, alt.

Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual
Text and tune: Public domain
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POINSETTIAS

Thank you to those who donated the poinsettias for the Chancel:

- In Memory of Grant O. & Elvina Roti, brother Grant C., and Aunt Elverna Mueller
— by Janice Roti and Linda Roti & family

- To the glory of God and in Memory of Arthur Williamson and Joe Williamson
— by Nancy Williamson and Sheila Kiddoo

- In memory of Loved Ones lost in 2025 — by Tammy Robinson:

Adeline Husser - Aunt/Godmother - mom Karen Burger's sister (May)
Bob Kestler - husband of dear friend, Cathy (July)

Susan Perry-Burdge - best friend since childhood (August)

Jim Burger - Uncle - dad Neil Burger's older brother (December)

- In memory of Marlis Donner, Marcia Carter, and Mark Donner

— by John & Karlene Campbell

Please Join Us!
6:30 PM Wednesday, December 31 — New Year’s Eve Service

6:30 PM Tuesday, January 6 — The Epiphany of Our Lord
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Church Office Hours
Monday—Thursday, 9:00 AM—1:00 PM

Office Phone
309-786-3391

Website
Immanuelri.org

Pastor Astrowski’s Phone
989-326-0199

E-mail
Church Office: officeimmanuelri@gmail.com
Pastor: pastrowski@agmail.com
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